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Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

The Examiner's attention is respectfully directed to the enclosed documents cited on the 
accompanying PTO-1449 form. Pursuant to 37 CFR §1 .97, entry of this Information Disclosure 
Statement is respectfully solicited. 
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As set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1.97(c), an Information Disclosure Statement submitted during 
the time period specified in that section shall be considered if it is accompanied by a statement as 
specified in 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e). 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .97(e)(1), it is certified that each item of information contained in 
the accompanying form PTO-1449 was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
statement. 

These documents were cited by the patent office in Austria in the corresponding Austrian 
patent application (Austrian Patent Application No. 200105567-2) in an Office Action mailed on 
March 18, 2005. 

This information disclosure is not a representation that any of the cited documents are 
considered pertinent, or that any of the cited documents are indeed prior art. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner consider and make of record the documents 
herein cited and that a copy of Form PTO-1449 be initialed by the Examiner and returned to the 
undersigned. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any insufficient fees or credit any 
overpayment associated with this paper to Deposit Acct. No. 50-0320. 



Respectfully submitted, 



FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG LLP 



By: 




Reg. No. 25,506 
(212)588-0800 
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Based on Form PTO-1449 
(3/90) 



LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPL1 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 
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AF 



AG 



AH 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUBCLASS 



TRANSLATION 



YES 



NO 



AL 



EP 0 915 469 A2 



05- 1999 



EUROPE 



Gl IB 27/034 



AM 



EP0843 311 A2 



05 - 1998 



EUROPE 



Gl IB 27/034 



AN 



AO 



AP 



OTHER PRIOR ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 
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AS 



AT 



AU 



AV 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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